






Description checklist: 
a. Location and explanation of proposed use, including maps. 

•       Tongass Treks is seeking the use of multiple locations including Thimbleberry, Heart 
Lake, Blue Lake, Whale Park, Gavan Hill, Sitka Cross Trail, and Indian River. 

 
  

•       Tongass Treks is permitted with the USFS for guiding and outfitting tours and is 
seeking a city permit to access and expand the use of those trails. The majority of 
Tongass Treks use will be on USFS land. Tongass Treks is seeking the use of as many 
areas as possible to spread guests out on trails, lessen the environmental impact, and 
accommodate for maintenance and/or bear activity on trails this summer. Below are 
general descriptions of tours to be offered this year. These tours will be small groups 
with a variety of areas offered. 
  
Tongass Treks is to offer a guided tour with hikes from 2-9 miles long. Transportation is 
provided to and from the trailhead and a guide will have bear spray, a radio, first-aid kit, 
and other hiking and safety equipment. A Guide will accompany participants on primarily 
Beaver Lake, Indian River, Harbor Mountain to the shelter, Gavan to Harbor Mt. trails. 
Max group size is 7 on all USFS land hikes. 
  
The self-guided (outfitted) trip is designed for experienced hikers who want to explore 
the trails on their own. Transportation is provided to and from the trailhead and 
participants are outfitted with bear spray, maps, first-aid kits, and other hiking and safety 
equipment. These trips are 2-9 miles in length. These trips are customized to 
accommodate each group according to their ability. Max group size is 7. 

  
b. Description of transportation to site, including mode of transportation and plan for client 
parking. 



•       Participants will be picked up at their accommodation or a communal location and 
transported in a 7-passenger vehicle to and from the trailhead.  

c. Estimated number of participants and/or group size. 

•       Maximum 7 participants (most bookings will be capped at 6). 

d. Time of desired usage. 

•       April 1st to September 30th. 

e. Plans for restroom accommodations, litter control, emergency evacuation, & clientele 
safety briefing. 

•       All guests are encouraged to use the restroom before the trip departs. Depending on 
the tour, some participants can utilize public restrooms to and from the trailhead. Waste 
disposal bags will be available if needed on the hike.  
•       Tongass Treks follows federal regulations of trail impact including "Leave No Trace 
Behind". No guests go off-trail and no guests leave anything behind.  
•       The company has evacuation policies for both landslide and tsunami emergency 
situations, tsunami routes are established for each trail and landslide locations are 
established as well. 
•       A safety briefing is provided at the beginning of each trip. This includes bear safety 
training. In addition, all guides are trained in bear and wildlife safety by US Forest 
Service standards and trained in CPR and First-aid.  

  

f. Training requirements for personnel conducting transport and tour activities. 

•       Guides are trained in bear and wildlife safety by US Forest Service standards and 
trained in CPR and First-aid.  

  

g. Schedule of fees/charges to clients and a description of any collection, disbursement, 
royalty, commission, or similar arrangements with other tour brokers, agents, or cruise ship 
companies. 

•       Payment and taxes/fees will be made by the participants when booking occurs. 
These payments will include taxes and fees for each booking. All bookings are done 
directly with Tongass Treks and there are no outside booking arrangements or brokers.  

h. Physical descriptions and license numbers of each vehicle to be used in proposed 
commercial activity. 

•       Black Honda Pilot - , White Honda Pilot  

 

 




